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Part of the Voice. Activism. Faith interpretation at Baddesley Clinton,
telling the story of Rebecca whose work still covers the walls at Baddesley
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THE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
Hopefully by the time you receive your Spring Edition of the Oak Leaves the long, dark days
of Winter are behind us and we shall be enjoying the warmth and colour of Spring.
Our evening Meetings have, with perhaps an odd exception, been extremely interesting and
well received. Tony Robinson does an excellent job in finding Speakers on such a variety of
interesting subjects and although it is not possible to please everyone, I am sure Members
would agree this is the exception not the rule. Although our programme of Speakers has
already been arranged for some time ahead, I am sure Tony would welcome any
suggestions from Members regarding possible future Speakers.
Elsewhere in the Oak Leaves you will find details of the various excursions that have been
arranged during the Summer months. Our excursions have been well supported in the past
and it is hoped this year’s programme will appeal to Members as in the past. Booking forms
are included in this edition of the Oak Leaves.
Last year many Members requested that confirmation of the booking and receipt of their
payment was sent to them via email, but in a few cases this caused a problem because we
were unable to read the email address. To try to prevent this happening in future, I would like
to request that Members who wish to receive their confirmation this way take extra care
when filling in the booking form to ensure their email address is fully legible.
Organising and overseeing of these excursions has fallen on the same Committee Members
this year. If you think you could help to relieve the load off them and arrange a future outing,
please email us or approach any member of the committee to let us know.
Despite the change of venue for the annual get together for Members last year, there was
very little support for this event. We are actively looking at other venues which may have
greater appeal, so if you have any suggestions on where it could be held, or any other
suggestions, we would like to hear from you. You can email us at ntmidwarks@gmail.com
or speak to one of the committee members.
Our membership numbers have fallen rather sharply this year, so I would encourage you to
bring your family, friends or neighbours along to meetings to see if they may like to join the
Association.
I hope everyone makes full use of the Association’s website –
www.nationaltrustmidwarks.co.uk which contains a great deal of information on meetings,
Speakers, excursions and so on.
I look forward to seeing you at one of our many events this year.
Norman Pratt
Chairman
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OBITUARY
Yvonne Moore
It is with deep regret that we report the sad passing of
Yvonne Moore who has been a member and active
supporter of the National Trust for some 15 years.
Yvonne came to the UK from Jamaica as a young
woman and worked in London before moving to
Leamington Spa in 1962, where she lived, worked and
raised her family.
After her training as a nurse at Warneford Hospital
Yvonne worked in a number of local hospitals,
progressing to become a Ward Sister. After her retirement from the NHS, Yvonne continued
to demonstrate her caring nature by working part time at the Catherine Nursing Home and
helping the elderly at St. Patrick's Irish Club.
Her concern for others did not end there as Yvonne subsequently took on a number of public
service roles. These included working for the Citizens' Advice Bureau, as a school governor,
magistrate, councillor and holding the office of Mayor of Royal Leamington Spa in 2012/13.
Yvonne worked tirelessly to help people but was never fazed by the responsibility of the
positions she held. She was not interested in the status or 'pomp and circumstance' that
came with many of the positions she held. She was always a good listener, balanced in her
views and quietly spoken, but with a strong work ethic, resilience and determination to get
things done. She never learned to drive, so could often be seen walking locally, making her
very visible in the community where she had many friends.
Yvonne had a strong Christian faith which gave her strength and courage and undoubtedly
helped her when her dear husband Mel sadly passed away during her year as Mayor.
Yvonne was a regular attender at local National Trust meetings and frequently enjoyed our
excursions to places of interest. She had a keen interest in plants and nature, particularly
owls.
Yvonne will be sadly missed by her son, daughter, four grandchildren and her many friends.
John Redshaw

REPORTS FROM RECENT EXCURSIONS
Visit to Stratford: A Christmas Carol, Thursday 3 January 2019
It was a Full House – and no wonder. Dickens’ mixture of magic and realism is well served
by modern theatre, with ghostly sound effects, ingenious lighting, flaring flames and
holographic images. The performance was on an apron stage with no curtains, so doors,
windows, beds and desks rose from under the floor or were rolled away into the wings.
Musicians played live from the balconies and the cast sang and danced.
Charles Dickens was young when “A Christmas Carol. In Prose. Being a Ghost Story of
Christmas” was published and he appeared as narrator throughout. The alternative futures:
Scrooge dying alone and unmourned with rag-and-bone women scavenging his clothes and
bed-curtains from his death-bed or his transformation to a beloved benefactor were
presented as the author’s prerogative: he could change the ending to suit the festive
season.
The show was captivating and brilliantly choreographed. What will RSC do next year?
Marianne Pitts
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EXCURSIONS 2019
Bookings for this year’s excursions will be dealt with approximately 3 weeks after the
distribution of this newsletter and applications will be acknowledged from this date. Please
contact the organiser if you do not hear anything soon after to check that they have received
your application. The price of the excursion includes the cost of coach travel, the driver’s
gratuity, the cost of any talk or guided tour and admission to any properties which do not
belong to the National Trust. Please ensure you bring your National Trust membership
card along for entry to National Trust properties.
As I write, there is a problem with the pick-up location. Rumour has it that Tesco’s on
Emscote Road is going to impose a 3 hour parking limit, but they don’t yet know when. The
parking arrangements for Newbold Comyn are now back to normal, so we will arrange
collection there and outside the Spa Centre, as we used to.
As you may notice, there is a long gap in the summer. Johnson’s coach hire is much more
expensive during the schools’ summer term. We will therefore try to fit in a local social event
– in Stratford upon Avon, or on the canals ... without coach travel, for the Summer of 2020
(ideas and organisers gratefully received!)
National Trust properties are cheaper than others as most of us get in free. All the places
we are visiting have websites with pictures and local information and we have included the
website details below.
If you need to cancel your booking for any reason, we request that you try to find someone
else to take your place first. If there is a waiting list for the excursion, the organisers may be
able to assist, although this is not guaranteed. Please note: in instances where tickets have
been ordered and paid for well in advance, a refund may not be possible.
The names and contact details of the volunteer organisers can be found on each booking
form. Please take a note of the organiser’s contact details for each trip you book
should you need to contact them at a later date.
Excursion to Powis Castle
Tuesday 7th May 2019, leaving at 9.00am
Cost: £26 per person (£41 for non-members of the National Trust)
Organiser: Marianne Pitts
Please use Booking Form A

Image: Go North Wales

Powis Castle & Garden is a fabulous building on top of a steep slope and anyone with
mobility problems should probably skip the world-famous garden. The Castle is mainly
Jacobean by origin and Victorian by restoration and houses fine furniture, pictures, sculpture
and the Clive Museum. In May we will see the spring bulbs, wisteria, azaleas and
rhododendrons at their best. It’s a long journey through beautiful country and worth the
trouble.
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We leave Newbold Comyn at 09:00 (picking up at the Spa Centre some 5 minutes later) and
hope to arrive at the Castle at 11:30. We leave for Leamington at 16:00, ETA back in
Leamington 18:30.
There will be no stops on the journeys, but the coach has a lavatory on board.
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/powis-castle-and-garden
Excursion to Dyrham Park
Tuesday 21st May 2019, leaving at 9.00am
Cost: £30 per person (£45 for non-National Trust Members)
Organiser: Norman Pratt
Please use Booking Form B

Image: Cotswolds.com

Dyrham Park near Bath is a 17th Century house with one of the ‘best surviving Baroque
interiors in the country.’ It has a deer park with a fine garden which is down a steep slope
from the carpark (there is a regular shuttle bus up and down the hill). National Trust catering
is available near the house.
We leave Newbold Comyn (picking up at the Spa Centre some 5 minutes later) at 09:00 and
arrive at the Abbey at about 11:00 for a preliminary cup of tea / coffee and a biscuit, which is
included in the price. We will leave for Leamington at 16:00. ETA back in Leamington 18:00
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/dyrham-park
Excursion to Eastnor Castle and Ledbury
Wednesday 31st July 2019, leaving at 9.15am
Cost: £36 per person
Organiser: Carolyn Labrum
Please use Booking Form C

Image: soglos.com
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Eastnor Castle was built in 1812 in the Gothic style by the banking family who still own it.
The historic house is full of medieval armour and fine art and there is an arboretum and a
lake in the beautiful grounds, with walks and trails.
We will also visit nearby Ledbury, a market town with fine timbered housing, a Grade I listed
Market Hall and lots of pubs where you can have lunch if you do not eat at the castle. The
cost of the outing will be £36 for all as this is not a National Trust property.
We leave Newbold Comyn (picking up at the Spa Centre some 5 minutes later) at 09:15 and
arrive at the Castle at about 10:45 for a self-guided tour. At 13:15 we re-board the coach for
the short trip to Ledbury. We will leave for Leamington at 16:00. ETA back in Leamington
17:30
https://eastnorcastle.com/
https://www.visitherefordshire.co.uk/explore/ledbury.aspx
Excursion to Renishaw Hall and Gardens
Friday 16th August 2019, leaving at 9.00am
Cost: £38 per person
Organiser: Diane Broadbent
Please use Booking Form D

Image: renishaw-hall.co.uk

Home of the Sitwell family for more than four centuries and with a fine formal Italianate
garden and a lake, a vineyard and the Sitwell Museum, we will have a guided tour of the art
treasures in the house. This will take about an hour. Catering can be booked in advance or
you could take a picnic. The cost of travel, admission, coffee / tea on arrival and the tour of
the house is £38.
We leave Newbold Comyn (picking up at the Spa Centre some 5 minutes later) at 09:00 and
arrive at the Hall at about 11:15 for tea / coffee, which is included in the price. We will leave
for Leamington at 16:15, ETA back in Leamington 18:30.
There will be no stops on the journey, but the coach has a lavatory on board.
http://www.renishaw-hall.co.uk
Excursion to Calke Abbey
Tuesday 3rd September 2019, leaving at 9.00am
Cost: £26 per person (£41 for non-National Trust Members)
Organiser: Norman Pratt
Please use Booking Form E
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Calke Abbey is the National Trust’s ‘unstately home’. This is a house which fell on hard
times. There is a lot to explore: the house, which is full of collections of one sort or another,

Image: National Trust

and the gardens, with an orangery and a walled garden. There are red fallow deer and an
award-winning flock of sheep to admire too.
We leave Newbold Comyn (picking up at the Spa Centre some 5 minutes later) at 09:00 and
arrive at the Abbey at about 11:00 for a preliminary cup of tea / coffee and a biscuit, which is
included in the price. We will leave for Leamington at 16:00. ETA back in Leamington 18:00
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/calke-abbey
Excursion to National Memorial Arboretum
Tuesday 10th September 2019
Cost: £35 per person
Organiser: Marianne Pitts
Please use Booking Form F

Image: thenma.org.uk

Those of us who attended the talk by Martin Turner in January will remember that this is a
collection of Memorials in an arboretum and there are more than 300 of them,
commemorating a wide variety of events. We are hoping to be guided by Martin, who was
an excellent ambassador. Entry is free, but we are paying for entry to the indoor exhibition
space
We leave Newbold Comyn at 09:00 (picking up at the Spa Centre some 5 minutes later) and
hope to arrive at the Arboretum at 10:15. We will leave at 16:00, ETA back in Leamington
17:15. Alrewas is not far away.
http://www.thenma.org.uk
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REPORTS FROM LOCAL PROPERTIES
Coughton Court
Coughton underwent a series of projects during its winter closure. A selection of 16 – 19th
Century paintings have been extensively restored and a tapestry in the Front Hall which
partly depicts the mythical story of the founding of ancient Rome has been restored by a
specialist textile conservator.
There is a lot going on this year and the new
season kicks off with the popular Jigsaw
Festival which runs from 1st – 10th March. If
you have any jigsaws you’d like to
contribute, please call the property for
further information.
This Easter Coughton has once again
teamed up with Cadbury’ for the annual
Easter Egg Hunts taking place from 19th –
22nd April. It’s a great opportunity for all the
family to get together for an Easter trail
around the grounds.
Image: National Trust

This summer there will be a number of
outdoor theatre performances, including The Lord Chamberlain’s men who are returning for
their 15th anniversary performance of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Chapterhouse will be
performing the literary classic, Pride and Prejudice against the backdrop of the Tudor house.
For the first time there will also be two film screenings on the back lawn, check the website
for film titles.
Baddesley Clinton
The magic of the moat, the stories of priest hunters and the freedom of the surrounding
countryside means there’s something for everyone to enjoy at Baddesley. Out on the estate
children have the freedom to roam, be adventurous, and get messy and creative on the new
natural play trail inspired by the
animals that live in the Warwickshire
countryside.
The ‘Garden Conservation Plan’
continues this year which will see
further exciting developments including
a focus on the Victorian courtyard. The
outcomes of our Experience Design
project which will begin in earnest later
in the year will be realised; including
the improvements to the toilets. The
design approach will ensure a
sympathetic evolution of the current
building within the context of its rural,
barnyard setting. The aim is to
increase capacity, improve queue Image: National Trust
management and meet visitor expectations in terms of service, standards, accessibility and
quality.
The Cadbury Easter Hunts will be taking place from 19th – 22nd April and it’s a great
opportunity to get all the family together for an egg hunt around the grounds. Please note
that over the Easter weekend you will need to have a pre-booked a ticket. This will make
your visit more relaxed and enjoyable and you’ll be helping us conserve the places you love.
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Packwood House
This year at Packwood, walk out
into the landscape and discover
the Prospect Room, a space
between inside and outside that
explores the dynamic between
house and garden. Filtering light
and sound the installation plays
with our senses, presenting new
ways of looking at Packwood's
ever-changing scenery. Taking
design and material cues from
details found in the house and
gardens, the Prospect Room
reminds us of the haven that Image: National Trust
Graham Baron Ash was seeking to create at Packwood.
Packwood’s Cadbury Easter Hunts will take place from 19th – 22nd April. It’s essential to prebook your ticket to this event as it enables the property to regulate numbers and ensure
everyone has an enjoyable visit and help look after Packwood.
Charlecote Park
Charlecote had a wonderful Christmas and one of the volunteer’s made an incredible 4ft
gingerbread model of the main house and gatehouse. Jana’s creation gained a lot of press
attention locally particularly for its symbolism with the poppies. See the back page of Oak
Leaves for a photo.
Enough money was raised last year by members and visitors to repair the fire place in the
Tack Room. Work will start soon to open this room up later this year. Fundraising this year
will be for the heating project and work has already begun to design and plan the new
heating system. The heating system will help to store the collection in a more stable and
consistent environment, but it will also benefit the health and air quality of the staff,
volunteers, visitors and resident family
in the house.
Work is progressing nicely on the new
Wood Yard Café which is being built to
help alleviate the pressures in the
Orangery. The modular components
have been craned in and now the
internal fit out is taking place. It is
hoped it will be open to the public in the
late spring.
Opening this area will give visitors
access to a part of the property that has
previously not been open to the public.
Image: National Trust
It will also provide the team with easier
access to some of these buildings to start assessing work that needs to be done to continue
caring for these historic spaces.
Work will start in the summer on the new car park surface, adding in a new Visitor Reception
and toilets on arrival, and converting the current Visitor Reception building into a retail outlet
to streamline the visitor route. So, there’s lots happening this year. Pop in to see how
everything is progressing as we head into 2019.

10
10

The National Trust Mid-Warwickshire Association website
The current Programme of Events, latest and past newsletters, our Constitution and useful
links to other local places of historical interest can all be found out the Mid-Warwickshire
Association website - http://www.nationaltrustmidwarks.org.uk.
If there is anything you would like to see on the website that you think might be useful to our
members or visitors, please let us know by emailing ntmidwarks@gmail.com

The National Trust Mid-Warwickshire Association Facebook page
Our Facebook page lists all our upcoming events. The page can be found at the following
address: https://www.facebook.com/ntmidwarks/.

Digital Newsletter Option
A digital version of the newsletter is available in full colour. If you would prefer to receive
your newsletter by email in future, please email us at ntmidwarks@gmail.com and we will
get this set up for you.
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The Charlecote Park Gingerbread House created by Jana Eastwood

