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THE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
Since the last edition of “Oakleaves“ your Committee have been active in a number of areas.
This year a variety of Speakers have been arranged commencing in January with “The
Legend of Napoleon“ until our final Speaker in October who will give a talk on Cornwall.
Once again the trips arranged during the year proved extremely popular, and were almost
always fully booked. An equally interesting programme has been arranged beginning in
March with a trip to Leicester where the grave of Richard the 3rd was discovered (which is
fully booked), followed by trips to Thenford Gardens, Savill Gardens, and in July a visit to
Croome which has one of the finest Neo Palladian Houses in the country and also included
is a guided tour around the Walled Gardens including tea. A venue much nearer home is a
guided tour of Stoneleigh Abbey in June. I am sure all these trips will prove popular so make
sure you book early.
The AGM in November provided no surprises and it was unfortunate our President was
unable to attend due to other commitments, but the Vice President, Graham Cooper,
presided over the election of the Chairman and I am grateful in receiving the Members’ vote
of confidence in electing me as Chairman. It was proposed and carried that the previous
Committee which has done such sterling work for the Association be elected en bloc.
Following a good deal of investigation the Committee decided that taking effect from the
2016-2017 season, which starts with the October 2016 meeting, future meetings would be
held at Kingsley School in Leamington. It soon became apparent that of all the possible
venues available that Kingsley School was the best, and the economic benefits to the
Association so overwhelming that it was an opportunity that could not be dismissed. In order
to ascertain Members’ reaction to this move a “trial” meeting was held at Kingsley in early
December which was well attended. The greater majority of the Members present appeared
to favour the move and the Committee have received a number of suggestions on possible
changes to improve further the facility. None of these appear to be major and talks will be
held with Kingsley over the ensuing period to meet Members’ wishes as far as possible.
In order to meet the preferences of many members, and to fit in with Kingsley's schedules,
the Committee has decided that our meeting night will change to a Monday with effect from
Monday 3rd. October 2016. Your Committee found the School Staff were extremely helpful
and did all they could to make us welcome. It is possible a further “trial” meeting could be
held sometime in the summer.
As always I have this opportunity to thank the Committee and Volunteers whose efforts
make the Mid Warwickshire Association such an efficient organisation, and the Members
who support their efforts.
.
Norman H Pratt
Chairman

OCTOBER TO MAY MONTHLY MEETING ARRANGEMENTS
Meeting Place
The Mid Warwickshire Association of the National Trust has held its monthly meetings in the
Royal Spa Centre for many years to accommodate the large numbers of members attending.
However, in recent years, with the establishments of other similar societies in the area,
membership attendance has been less than previously, and, considering the high cost of
holding our meetings in the Royal Spa Centre, it has been decided to relocate elsewhere.
After research and an experimental meeting, the decision has been taken to hold our
monthly meetings from October to May at the Kingsley School Hall, Beauchamp Avenue,
Royal Leamington Spa CV32 5RD.
The School owes its existence to the determination and initiative of Rose Kingsley, the elder
daughter of Charles Kingsley, the Victorian author known best for his novel ‘The Water
Babies’. It began life in 1884 as Leamington High School and became The Kingsley School
in 1949. The School's original location was in the town centre and moved to Beauchamp
Hall, an impressive Victorian town house, in 1922. This building, built of Cotswold stone,
remains the nucleus of school life, but is now surrounded by other buildings including the
attractive modern Hall in which we shall be holding our meetings.
The school is situated on the south side of Beauchamp Avenue, between Beauchamp Road
and Hall Road (both off Clarendon Avenue cutting across the top of the Parade) and while
the main entrance is off Beauchamp Avenue, access to the Hall will normally be via the
double gates in Beauchamp Road. During the evenings, adequate unrestricted parking
facilities are normally available in Beauchamp Road, Beauchamp Avenue and other nearby
roads after 6.00 pm. but members are advised to double check the parking notices as a
matter of course.
Meeting Times
While our meetings will continue to begin at 7.30 pm., we shall usually be meeting on the
first Monday in each month. For several years our meetings have been held on
Wednesdays for financial reasons, and, although which ever evening chosen will not suit
everyone, the majority of the membership has indicated a preference to reverting to the
Monday evening arrangement which prevailed previously. Please make a diary note of our
2016-17 meetings as follows: Mondays, 3rd. October, 7th. November, 5th. December, 9th.
January (the second Monday on this occasion to avoid Christmas), 6th. February, 6th. March,
3rd. April and 8th. May (the second Monday to avoid the Bank Holiday)
Welcoming Meetings
We are working on an impressive and interesting programme of events and we hope you will
continue to support us at Kingsley School and enjoy the facilities provided and the
welcoming and homely atmosphere which we feel sure you will enjoy.

Henley on Thames: Grey’s Court (NT) and River and Rowing Museum
September 2015
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That area of the Chilterns is both beautiful and prosperous and the coach took us
through lovely villages down narrow leafy country lanes. Grey’s Court is a collection
of old buildings in the frame of a garden, in many ways very like Sissinghurst, but
more homely and on a smaller scale.
It had the good fortune to be restored by the rich and educated Lady Brunnner
before the war and is full of her collection of paintings and furniture and lusterware.
She brought up four sons there while heading the Women’s Institute and founding
the “Keep Britain Tidy” movement. Oh, if only … .
Greys Court’s mediaeval kitchen has all its pots and pans on display and such
idiosyncrasies give it the feel of someone’s home. Indeed Lady Brunner lived there
till her death in 2003 at the age of 98. Again like Sissinghurst, the buildings are
linked by a series of walled gardens, including old roses, a white garden and a
kitchen garden supplying the café.
A bonus of our visit was seeing Patricia Dent in good health and spirits, who
escorted her old friends around the property.
After lunch we visited the Henley Rowing museum, which is new, interesting and well
laid out. There is also an excellent tea room. Finally we went on a guided boat trip
down the Thames – a welcome chance to sit down.
Altogether a good and interesting day.

Marianne Pitts

Abi Cole. My role as a local officer of the National Trust.
I began my role as Marketing and Events Officer in 2013 and every day is filled with new
challenges and opportunities. The National Trust was a hugely important part of my
childhood and nurtured and expanded my love of history while exploring new places and the
outdoors. Working for the National Trust and helping to conserve, promote and develop
other people’s passion for these unique and special places, I believe, is a hugely rewarding
job.

Image reproduced with NT and Abi’s permission

Growing up, Baddesley, Coughton and Packwood were my local properties and many family
visits helped to foster a love of their unique history. Each day is very different for me and
although my office is based at Coughton I like to get out to Baddesley and Packwood at least
once a week. For the marketing side of my role I write articles for local publications, produce
adverts for magazines and oversee all of the social media for the North Warwickshire
Portfolio. Alongside my volunteer website, administrators’ last year’s challenge was writing
stories and collating images for the new National Trust Website which launched in
November 2015. Each property has a Facebook and Twitter site where we like to post
images and keep people up to date with what’s happening at the property on a day to day
basis.
The other part of my role is supporting with the planning and delivery of property events
including major festivals, outdoor film and theatre and evening tours and lectures. I am also
part of the Outdoors Team for the portfolio and as part of this I have produced three walking
maps for each property and the team are currently in the planning stages for a new natural
children’s play trail at Coughton. I am very proud to work for the National Trust and to play a
part in looking after our properties for ever, for everyone; ensuring that they are kept safe for
generations to come.
Abi Cole

EXCURSIONS 2016

Bookings for trips will be dealt with commencing three weeks after the distribution of this Oak
Leaves Magazine, and applications will be acknowledged from this date. If you do not hear from the
organizers soon after this, please contact the telephone number on each booking form to check that
your application has arrived. The price of the excursion includes the cost of coach travel, the driver’s
gratuity, the cost of any talk or guided tour and admission to properties which do not belong to the
National Trust. Please remember to bring your National Trust Membership Card for entry to NT
properties. As before, excursions will depart from the Leisure Centre at Newbold Comyn, with a
further pick-up five minutes later at Newbold Terrace, opposite the Royal Spa Centre.
If, having paid for your excursion, you need to cancel, we suggest that it will be helpful if you are able
to find someone else to take your place. The organizers may be able to assist with names and
telephone numbers if there is a waiting list, but this cannot be guaranteed, nor can a refund,
particularly if certain tickets have to be ordered and paid for well in advance.
The names of the volunteer organisers are on each booking form, so please make sure you address
them correctly, but cheques still must be made out to “MID WARWICKSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF THE
NATIONAL TRUST” and enclosed with your booking form, together with a stamped, addressed
envelope.

March 17 2016

Visit to Leicester: Richard III Visitor Centre, Leicester Cathedral and New Walk
Museum

Visit to Thenford Arboretum, near Banbury (property of Lord and Lady Heseltine)
Saturday April 14 2.00 – 5.30 pm (leaving Leamington at 1:00)
April 16th 2016

This fine garden is open for just four afternoons per year, and this is the first for 2016. The
arboretum covers some 70 acres planted with over 3,500 different trees and shrubs. There is
also a lake and a cascade. The estate includes mediaeval fish ponds, a large eighteenth
century walled garden and a sculpture park. We will be very dependent on the weather;
there is no shelter in the garden and the house is not open to the public.
The terrain is steep and rough and is not suitable for the disabled.
On arrival we will each be given a map showing the layout of the estate and the arboretum.
Tea, coffee and home-made cakes are available in the Church Barn and there are adequate
toilets.
We leave Newbold Comyn at 13:00 and hope to arrive at 14:00, as soon as the gardens are
open and the coach will take us home at closing time: 17:30. We should be back in
Leamington at 18:30. The cost is £24 per person.
Organiser: Marianne Pitts, 4 Leam Terrace, Leamington Spa CV31 1BB Telephone 01926
885532
Please complete Booking Form A

Visit to Savill Gardens, Windsor
May 25th 2016

Savill Garden is reputed to be Britain’s finest ornamental garden, with 35 acres of
interconnecting gardens. May is one of the best months of the year to visit, with plenty of
colourful spring flowers to chase away the winter blues!
There is a restaurant called Leiths, which has an extensive menu, and also a café. There is
a beautifully set out large gift shop.
Do visit their website and also Tripadvisor, and have a look at all the enticing photos. We
do hope you will join us for what will be a memorable day.
The cost per head, will be £29 to include coach travel, entrance to the gardens and a guided
tour by Friends of Savill Garden which will commence at 11.30.
The coach will leave Newbold Common car park at 08.30 and will arrive at Savill Garden
(traffic permitting) at 10.30. The coach will depart for our return journey, at 4.30. There will
be toilet facilities on board the coach.

This coach trip is being organised by
Beryl Broadbent 01926 332194
Carol Andrews

01926 831737

Please use Booking Form B

Midsummer afternoon visit to Stoneleigh Abbey
Tuesday June 21 2016

Stoneleigh Abbey was founded by the Cistercians in 1154 and in the years following the
Dissolution of the Monasteries the building was altered and enveloped to form the present
palacial building well known for its four storey fifteen bay west wing containing state
apartments, by Francis Smith of Warwick. In the early 1960's a disastrous fire occurred,
following which repairs were made and by the end of the twentieth century extensive repairs
had been carried out, the evidence of which can be seen in the new stonework on the
façades.
Jane Austen had connections with the Leigh Family and her novel “Mansfield Park" is said to
have been inspired by the Abbey.
A booking has been made for members of the Association to visit the Abbey on Tuesday,
21st. June 2016 when guests should gather at the main entrance (entering the grounds by
the drive between the Grecian Lodges, from the B4115 between the A452 Kenilworth Road
and Finham) at 2.15 pm for a guided tour of the house to cover its history and its connection
with Jane Austen, following which tea and coffee with cakes will be served in the Undercroft.
Tickets are £15 each. Please book your place as soon as possible but no later than Friday,
10th. June, using the booking form provided.
GRAHAM E.COOPER
01926 426942

Please use booking form C

Croome Court : July 14 2016
The House and parkland was commissioned by the 6th Earl of Coventry and was the first
major project for the famous architect Capability Brown.

Work started in 1751 and was completed in 1760. Other famous names involved included
Robert Adams who designed the Long Gallery and James Wyatt. The house is regarded as
one of the finest examples of Neo Palladian architecture. During the Second World War the
Dutch Royal family were among its inhabitants, and it also housed RAF Defford.
Refreshments will be available on arrival (£2) and lunches can be obtained at the Court
Tearoom or the RAF Canteen.
At 2.30pm we will be taken on a tour of the Walled Gardens which will also include afternoon
refreshments. The first garden was installed by the wife of the second Earl, and was later
cased in walls by the 4th Earl. In 1750 the heir of the 5th Earl changed the shape of the walls
from square to the rhomboid shape they are today. The gardens were completed in 1752
and cover over seven acres.
There have many developments over the years. Although largely unchanged by Capability
Brown’, new hot houses were installed and the first “hot wall “ever built. In order to grow
more tender fruit and vegetables the “hot wall” was not only heated by the sun but also had
furnaces along the face of the wall. Although the garden fell in to disuse, restoration work
was started in 2000 and continues to the present day.
The cost will be £28, excluding refreshments on arrival and lunch.
The coach will leave Newbold Comyn car park at 09.00 and will arrive at Croome Court
(traffic permitting) at 10.30. The coach will depart for our return journey, at 4.00. There will
be toilet facilities on board the coach.

Organiser: Norman Pratt, 69 Stirling Avenue, Leamington Spa, CV32 7HW. Telephone 01926
425639

Please use booking form D

Harlaxton Manor
There is also the possibility of a visit to Harlaxton Manor, near Grantham, Lincolnshire. If
this proves possible, separate details will be issued.
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Mark Giruoard wrote in The Victorian Country House "Harlaxton must be seen to be believed
and even when one has seen it, it is not always easy to believe", so this will be a treat to
look forward to.

National Trust Mid-Warwickshire Association website
As some of you may be aware, a National Trust Mid-Warwickshire Association website has
been set up - http://nationaltrustmidwarks.org.uk/. The Programme of Events, latest and past
newsletters, our Constitution and useful links to other local places of historical interest can all
be found here. Please do go and have a look. If there is anything you would like to see on
the website that is not already there, please let us know by emailing us at
ntmidwarks@gmail.com

Digital Newsletter Option
We would like to offer members the option of receiving their newsletter digitally. If you would
like to receive your newsletter by email in future, please email us at ntmidwarks@gmail.com
and we will get this set up for you.

WANTED
I am hoping to start sharing the duties of editor of this newsletter. A familiarity with the Word
software is recommended. If you are interested, please contact me for an informal chat on
01926 330057, or at chriscdmrhodes@aol.com.

EVENING MEETINGS Spring 2016 - Autumn 2016
Up to, and including May 2016, our meetings will held on Wednesday evenings, normally the
first Wednesday of the month, in the Avon Hall of the Royal Spa Centre. They start at
7.30pm. From October, meetings will be on Mondays and at the Kingsley School. Guests
are welcome. The admission price for non-members of the Association is £3

Wednesday 3rd February 2016
Ted Watson “Music and Shakespeare”. The talk will be illustrated with instruments used in
the production of Shakespeare’s plays to the modern instruments of today.

Wednesday 2nd March 2016
Captain William Wells. “London’s Liquid History”. The story of the River Thames from its
source to the sea, bridges, weirs, locks, islands, ferries, tunnels and docks are discussed.
We see how the River has been used by royalty and commoners, politicians and sailors and
most importantly why it is known as ‘Liquid History’.

Wednesday 6th April 2016
Dianne Mannering: “Bring us some Women”. The story of the Australian penal settlement of
Botany Bay in the late 18th century. The Governor was looking for women who would have a
stabilising influence on the male convicts.

Wednesday 4th May 2016
Graham Sutherland: “The Darker Side of Warwick” Graham will talk us through some of the
more infamous events and characters in Warwick History.

Monday 3rd October 2016
Keith Holmes. A taste of Cornwall.
From the towering cliffs and surf of the north coast
to the pretty coves and harbours in the south, this talk makes an epicurean journey through
England’s most westerly county.

Lunch

Saturday October 15th 2016

Masonic Rooms, Warwick. 12 noon for 1pm. Details of the menu and speaker to follow.

NEWS from our local NATIONAL TRUST PROPERTIES
Details are correct as we go to print, but it is advisable to check before making a special journey.
COUGHTON COURT:

Daffodil show at Coughton Court
Photo: NT

May half-term
Sat 28 May – Sun 5 June, on open days, 11am-4pm
Join us for family fun this May half-term with outdoor games, a trail around the grounds and 50 things
to do before you’re 11 ¾ booklets.
The Duck Race
Sat 18 – Sun 19 June, 2pm
Celebrate Father’s Day and sponsor a duck on Coughton’s annual duck race down the River Arrow,
plus traditional games for families.
Coughton Village Summer Fete
Sat 9 July, 12noon-4pm
Traditional stalls, games and competitions on the lawn to raise money for local causes.
Much Ado About Nothing
Fri 22 July, Gates open 6.30pm for a 7.30pm start
Classic theatre, performed by the Lord Chamberlain’s Men against the beautiful backdrop of
Coughton Court. Tickets cost adult £15.75, Child £8.40 and Family £40 and booking is essential by
calling 0844 249 1895
Peter Pan
Fri 19 August, Gates open 6.30pm for a 7.30pm start
Classic theatre, performed by Chapterhouse against the beautiful backdrop of Coughton Court.
Tickets cost adult £15.75, Child £8.40 and Family £40 and booking is essential by calling 0844 249
1895

BADDESLEY CLINTON:
Cadbury Easter Egg Hunt
Fri 25 – Mon 28 April, 11am – 4pm, £3
Family Easter trail around the grounds, with chocolate egg prize and crafts in the activity tent
Costs £3 per trail
May half-term
Sat 28 May – Sun 5 June, on open days, 11am-4pm
Join us for family fun this May half-term with outdoor games, a trail around the grounds and 50 things
to do before you’re 11 ¾ booklets.
Evening Supper Lectures
Thur 2 and 16 June and Thur 8 and 22 Sept, 6.30pm
Enjoy an evening with friends. A delicious two course supper in the Barn Restaurant accompanied by
a talk on a variety of subjects, and a chance to stroll in the gardens after hours.
Tickets cost £22 and booking is essential by calling 01564 783294
Outdoor Cinema
Fri 29 and Sat 30 July – Films to be confirmed

PACKWOOD HOUSE:
Cadbury Easter Egg Hunt
Fri 25 – Mon 28 April, 11am – 4pm, £3
Family Easter trail around the grounds, with chocolate egg prize and take home activites.
Costs £3 per trail
A closer look – evening house tours
Sat 14 May and Sat 17 Sept, 7pm – 9pm
A unique chance to see the house by night and discover the history of the collection with our
Conservation and Engagement Manager, Paddy Tranter.
Tickets cost £15 and booking is essential by calling 01564 782024
May half-term
Sat 28 May – Sun 5 June, on open days, 11am-4pm
Join us for family fun this May half-term with outdoor games, a trail around the grounds and 50 things
to do before you’re 11 ¾ booklets.
Outdoor Theatre – Much Ado About Nothing
Sat 11 June, gates open 6.30pm for a 7.30pm start
The Lord Chamberlain’s Men perform this Shakespeare classic in the beautiful gardens of Packwood,
bring a picnic. Tickets cost adult £15.75, child £8.40 and family £40.00 and booking is essential by
calling 0844 249 1895
Gardener’s evening tours
Wed 15 June and Wed 13 July, 7pm - 9pm
Join Head Gardener, Mick Evans, as he reveals the history and planting secrets of Packwood
gardens. Glass of wine included.
Tickets cost £15 – Glass of wine included and booking is essential by calling 01564 782024

MOSELEY OLD HALL, Birmingham
Moseley has had a fantastically busy season in 2015, with record numbers. It’s been brilliant
to welcome so many new and previous visitors and now we have a new car park to make the
welcome even better. At the very beginning of November work in the extension to our
current car park and the enlargement of the coach turning space was completed. Now all our
visitors can park on one side of the road on proper hard standing. This means the site is
traffic free which makes a visit for you quieter and also safer for small children. Closing the
gates on the 21st century is an absolute joy – and we hope everyone enjoys this and the
lovely new car park too. We also have just had installed a new coffee machine so
cappuccinos and lattes are on the menu for the first time! We really look forward to seeing
everyone in the New Year to come and try out all our new things.

Red squirrel climbed through window and ran on to desk at National Trust office
This rare red squirrel found an ingenious way to ensure it is well fed last winter after climbing
through an office window looking for lunch. National Trust staff on Brownsea Island got a
shock when the rodent jumped on to a desk in their office in Poole Harbour, Dorset.
The island is one of just a handful of places red squirrels can be found in Britain due to
dwindling numbers caused by the population growth of American grey squirrels.
Administrator Gill Birch managed to
capture the moment the bold squirrel thought to be a juvenile - scampered
about the room she shares with colleague
Val Whitely.
Reprint of article in the Daily Mail.

