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THE NATIONAL TRUST 
MID-WARWICKSHIRE ASSOCIATION 

 
A Voluntary Association of  
National Trust Members 

 
PRESIDENT 

Sir Edmund Fairfax-Lucy 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Graham E. Cooper 

 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

                                                            
 
CHAIRMAN:   Norman Pratt Tel: 425639 
 
 
VICE CHAIRMAN: Vacant 
 
 
HON. SECRETARY:  Julia Johnstone Tel: 424841 
 57 Almond Avenue, Leamington Spa  CV32 6QD 
 
 
HON. TREASURER:  Marianne Pitts Tel: 885532 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Valerie Grimmer Tel: 492226 
 62 Foxes Way, Warwick  CV34 6AY 
 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  Jill Rooney Tel: 739545 
 jillsrooney@virginmedia.com  
ASSISTANT EDITOR: Chris Rhodes Tel: 330057 
        chriscdmrhodes@aol.com 
 
 
PROGRAMME SECRETARY: Tony Robinson Tel: 400821 
 
 
PRESS & PUBLICITY: Marianne Pitts Tel: 885532 
 
 
WEBSITE:  Jill Rooney 
 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Margaret Tomlinson, Richard Munday                                                            
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THE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 

 

It is a pleasure to begin this Chairman’s Report on a happy note. 

Mr Tony Robinson has agreed to take on the position of Programme Secretary. Tony, who 
will be assisted by his wife Pat, has already got to work and arranged a number of speakers 
until well into the New Year. 

In addition, Jill Rooney will be taking on the role of Newsletter Editor with assistance from 
the current editor, Chris Rhodes.  This Association owes a good deal of thanks to Chris for 
all the work he has done over several years in producing the Oak Leaves. The Vice 
President and I recently attended a meeting of the Midland Supporters Group and it was 
interesting to hear how other groups performed and the activities they carried out to raise 
funds. I saw a number of other groups’ newsletters and personally I felt that Oak Leaves was 
amongst the best.  

At our last meeting I was able to announce that one of our members, Joan Humphries, had 
on that very day, reached her 90th Birthday and those present gave her a generous 
rendering of happy birthday. Is Joan our oldest member? 

A number of excursions have been arranged over the summer months, and although most 
will be fully supported, it was disappointing that the trip to Chatsworth had a smaller number 
of takers than usual as it was well worthwhile. A report from Marianne is elsewhere in the 
newsletter. Unfortunately the trip to Audley End had to be cancelled due to the lack of 
numbers, making it unviable. 

Our first year at Kingsley School has proved to be a very successful one, thanks in part to 
the excellent assistance given us by Jo Prosser and Katie from the school. It is good to see 
that the attendance at our meetings has been excellent. Our accounts for the year ended 
31st August 2017 will show the considerable savings the Association has accrued resulting 
from our decision to move to Kingsley. 

This significant improvement in the Association’s finances has enabled our level of donations 
to National Trust appeals, both locally and nationally to be increased this year. 

On a more sombre note, I have to report the sad news of the recent passing of Graham 
White and Roy Nabbs, who many of you will have known.  Graham and Roy were both 
staunch supporters of the Association and gave a great deal to its success in many ways 
over a number of years. 

I have sent the Members’ condolences to both families. 

In closing may I remind you of two important dates. Our Annual General Meeting will be held 
on the 6th November at Kingsley, and the Annual Luncheon, which I hope will be well 
supported this year, will be held at the Masonic Rooms, Warwick, on the 14th October.  

My best wishes for a lovely Autumn and I look forward to seeing you all again on the  
6th October. 

 

Norman Pratt  
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“The Heritage of our Garden Birds” 

Chris Edwards 

Some bird song is memorable and people have little difficulty recognising the birds, even 
when they've been quiet or absent for several months. However, there are many species, 
including common ones, which people struggle with even after many years. 

Chris Edwards’ presentation, which follows our Luncheon in October (see opposite), deals 
with this very entertainingly, with a series of charming photographs of a wide variety of native 
birds, each one accompanied by its beautiful, distinct song.  

 

 
 

GIFT AID 
I am pleased to be able to report that we have received a cheque for £633 from Her 
Majesty’s Revenue and Customs in respect our Gift Aid application. This will be added to the 
money that we, as an Association, are able to donate to the various National Trust appeals 
that we support.     

Marianne Pitts, Hon. Treasurer 

 

CHANGE OF EDITOR 
This is my first edition as editor.  Chris Rhodes has been doing an excellent job as editor for 
many years and I am pleased to report that he will remain as my assistant editor, so will still 
be involved in the production of the future newsletters.  Thank you for all your hard work 
Chris.  I look forward to working with you. 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for articles for future editions, please email me at 
jillsrooney@virginmedia.com. 

Jill Rooney, Newsletter Editor 

 

  

Image: RSPB 
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You are invited to an 

 

AUTUMN LUNCHEON 
Saturday 14th October 2017 

 

12.30 for 1.00 pm 

 

At Alderson House, The Masonic Rooms, High Street, Warwick. 

 

Guest speaker 

“The Heritage of our Garden Birds” by Chris Edwards (ex RSPB)   

£25.00 per person 

 

MAIN COURSE 
Please choose one of the following: 

Slow cooked local beef with a red wine and mushroom sauce 

Salmon fillet with spinach and white wine butter sauce 

If you have a particular dietary requirement, please let the organiser know 

 

DESSERT 
Please choose one of the following: 

Bread and butter pudding 

Pavlova with seasonal berries 

Cheese and biscuits. 

 

Coffee and tea 

 

Please use Booking Form A to select your choice of main course and desert.  

Forms must be returned to Julia Johnstone, 57 Almond Avenue, Leamington Spa, CV32 
6QD by Friday 15th September. Further details from Julia on 01926 424841.  

There is ample parking to the rear of the building. 

 

Date for your Diaries – Thursday 22nd February 2018 Birmingham Royal Ballet “The 
Sleeping Beauty”- Matinee showing Full details and booking forms will be handed out at the 

Autumn meetings.
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VISIT TO CHATSWORTH – 17TH MARCH 2017 

Those of us who went (a select few) will not forget it – a bitterly cold day, with an unheated 
coach on the way home!  It was memorable for a better reason. 

We spent scant time in the garden, but that was lucky:  the advertised exhibition “House 
Style” permeated the whole house.  This was triggered by a search in the attics for a 
christening robe for a Devonshire baby, revealing five centuries of wonderful clothes, 
textiles, accessories and jewellery.  These treasures were expertly displayed and modelled 
to fill the whole house:  Coronation robes cascading down the staircases; the dining room 
set up to display cocktail wear; the Library exhibiting mourning clothes and wedding dresses; 
footmen and coachmen’s livery; portraits and designs. 

The Cavendish / Devonshire family married and produced famous and beautiful women:  
Bess of Hardwick, Georgiana, the 18th Duchess; Deborah and Nancy Mitford, ‘Kick’ Kennedy 
(sister of JFK).  They had the money and the taste to buy the best available and the figure to 
wear them perfectly.  Fascinating. 

It closes 22nd October.  Go and see it if you can. 

 

Marianne Pitts    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Cavendish christening robe mentioned above.  

Image: National Trust 



7
7 

DONATIONS TO NATIONAL TRUST APPEALS 

Each National Trust Local Association is encouraged to fund raise and make donations to 
appeals promoted by the National Trust. The Mid-Warwickshire Association raises money 
through its subscriptions, raffles and any profits from our excursions. The Regional Office 
lists a wide range of suggested appeals, both at national and local level. Our Association 
likes to support in both categories. 

This year we are continuing to support the Neptune Coast Appeal with a gift of a further 
£500. Additionally, we donated £500 towards Trust’s Textile conservation appeal. The Trust 
looks after, repairs and maintains over 100,000 items from costumes to royal beds, to 
carpets and tapestries.  

Locally, we donated to Charlecote Park. One of the historic urns that sits atop the parterre 
wall overlooking the River Avon is currently in two pieces and is stored away from visitors. 
We gave £800 for its specialist conservation and repair. 

We also donated £1000 towards restoring the Rococo plaster work in the domed ceiling and 
walls in the Oval Pavilion at Farnborough Hall.  

At Packwood House, we gave £500 towards the purchase of new climbing and shrub roses 
and ornamental trees for the new walk at the rear of the Kitchen Garden.   

We donated £1,600 to Upton House for the purchase of three additional wooden seats for 
visitors.  

This makes at total of £4,900 in gifts for the year. The committee is most grateful to all our 
members for their many contributions to this vital aspect of the Association’s work 

 

 
 

One of 3 seats commissioned for Lady B’s Garden at Upton House & Garden 

Image: National Trust 
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REPORTS FROM LOCAL PROPERTIES 

Baddesley Clinton 

This year at Baddesley Clinton take a 
closer look at the Tudor history of the 
property and learn all about the figures 
which helped to shape Baddesley 
during this turbulent time in British 
political and religious history. 
Baddesley has provided for its 
residents a haven from the modern 
world and a spiritual retreat. The 
dappled light from the stained glass 
and the water of the moat lapping 
against the walls below an open 
window provide a sense of safety and 
refuge. 

Baddesley’s story is one of gentle evolution, from medieval farmstead to modest Georgian 
status symbol and Victorian retreat. Much of the house you see today was built by Henry 
Ferrers in the late 1500s. Since then the relatively impoverished state of the family ensured 
much of the house and garden remained untouched by development and its surrounding 
parkland kept the modern world at bay. 

Join us after hours in October for our candlelit Ghost Tour of the moated manor house. 
Learn all about Baddesley’s creepy tales and ghostly goings on with tea and cake in the 
restaurant. 

From December the house will be decorated for a traditional Christmas with trees, flower 
displays and a roaring fire to relax in front of in the Great Hall.  

 

Packwood 

Packwood are delighted to be working with 
artist-designer duo David Murphy and 
Catherine Aitken on a new piece of 
contemporary art launching this October. 

Walk out into the landscape this autumn and 
discover the Prospect Room, a space 
between inside and outside that explores the 
dynamic between house and garden.  Filtering 
light and sound it will play with our senses, 
presenting new ways of looking at Packwood's 
ever-changing scenery.  Taking design and 
material cues from details found in the house 
and gardens, the Prospect Room will remind 
us of the haven that Graham Baron Ash was 
seeking to create at Packwood. 

Image: National Trust 

Image: National Trust 
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In September, there is a chance to see the house by night and discover the history of the 
collection with the Packwood’s Conservation and Engagement Manager.   

In November you can join the Head Gardener at Packwood for a relaxed evening in the café 
with a two course meal and a lecture on how the beautiful gardens at Packwood have 
evolved into what you can see today 

 

Coughton Court 

Drawing parallels between employees past and present has shown how caring for Coughton 
has changed dramatically with advances in technology. Records in the estate ledgers show 

that in 1910 the family hired someone 
for three days to cut the formal lawn. 
Today it takes one day for a 
Throckmorton gardener to mow all of 
the lawns on the property. 

Visitors to Coughton this year will 
discover the stories of these craftsmen 
and staff by discovering the tools of 
their trades around the property. They 
will have the opportunity to rummage 
through toolboxes, wheelbarrows and 
sewing tins to find out more about how 
we have been, and continue to, care 
for Coughton. 

‘Caring for Coughton’ will be at Coughton until October for visitors to view. 

Coughton’s exclusive black tie event, the Fawkes Feast, will be returning this year with a 
champagne reception followed by a tour of the house and a seven course evening meal 
served in the Throckmorton family dining room. This is followed by Christmas at Coughton; 
visitors will be able to take a stroll around the house which is decorated for a traditional 
family Christmas with floor to ceiling Christmas trees and a roaring fire with a Christmas 
market at the weekends with local gifts, crafts and sweet treats. 

To close the season join us for our long established traditional Christmas Wassail with 
stories and carols in Coughton’s beautiful double height Saloon and new for this year we are 
inviting visitors to join us for Candlelight Coughton where guests will be able to enjoy a 
traditional three course Christmas meal in Coughton’s Kitchen restaurant and experience the 
house decorated for the Throckmorton family’s Christmas before their celebrations start. 
Walk the festive rooms by candlelight and take a seat in the Saloon whilst the piano plays by 
a roaring fire. 

Image: National Trust 
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EVENING MEETINGS 2017/2018 

Our meetings are held on Monday evenings, normally the first Monday of the month in the 
Kingsley School, and start at 7.30pm   

Guests are welcome. The admission price for non-members of the Association is £3. 

 

2nd October 2017 Graham Short  The Hands of Genius 

How Graham, from very unlikely beginnings, developed the art of micro-carving. He has 
engraved The Lord’s Prayer on the head of a pin. His client list includes the Royal Family.  

6th November 2017 Julie Ann Cooper  The Story of Edith Cavell 

Edith Cavell was a nurse in the First World War - she nursed both sides, was accused of 
being a spy and was unlawfully shot by the Germans. 

4th December 2017 Andrew Lound  The War of the Worlds 

This talk tells the story of the famous book by HG Wells and the influence it has had. It laid 
down a blueprint for a century of alien invasion stories. With video, slides and audio. Be 
prepared for an invasion evening. 

8th January 2018 Bernard Pumfrey  Town and Gown 

Town and Gown has always had its challenging angles, from hangings, insurrection, or 
merely Oxford being deserted by academics to found Cambridge. Bernard tells us his stories 
aabout this interesting subject. 

5th February 2018 Colin King  Treasure  

Gold has always been a great motivator for explorers going out in wooden sailing ships to 
new lands, but the real wealth and intrigue comes from foods! Tea and coffee are the 
starting points for Colin’s stories. 

5th March 2018 Mike Leach  Wildlife – In the Blink of an Eye 

Michael’s photographs capture high-speed action in a way that is beyond the capabilities of 
human perception. In total, all of the images in this talk encompass a time-span of less than 
1/500th of a second and they reveal aspects of animals’ lives that are invisible without the 
use of this highly specialised technology 

9th April 2018 Alan Rogers  Warwick Policing 

Policing in a sleepy medieval town in Warwickshire.  Alan brings this subject to life with his 
local and wider knowledge of the policeman’s lot! 

14th May 2018 David Harrison  Isambard Kingdom Brunel 

Isambard Kingdom Brunel was an engineer of genius, a fountain of original ideas and 
nervous energy.  He was a born actor and a courageous leader, but also a man who was 
obstinate, unjust, dictatorial and in the end, paranoid.  David Harrison's well illustrated talk 
tells us of his greatest achievements. 
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THE NATIONAL TRUST 

MID-WARWICKSHIRE ASSOCIATION 

From the Honorary Secretary, 57 Almond Avenue, Leamington Spa CV32 6QD 

 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
MONDAY 7th November 2017 at 7.30pm 

 

 

You are invited to attend the Forty-Fifth Annual General Meeting of the Mid-Warwickshire 
Association of the National Trust, which will be held on Monday 7th November 2017 at 
7.30pm in the Kingsley School. 

You are requested to submit nominations for next year’s officials. The nominations should be 
lodged with me no later than 22nd October 2017, on a separate sheet of paper, giving all 
necessary information – i.e. Name of Nominee; Name of Proposer; Name of Seconder; 
Signature of Nominee agreeing to be proposed.  Send to Hon. Secretary, 57 Almond 
Avenue, Leamington Spa CV32 6QD. 

Please make every effort to attend this important meeting. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

J. Johnstone (Miss) Hon. Secretary 

Mid-Warwickshire Association of the National Trust. 

 

The consent of the member to be nominated must be obtained 
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MID-WARWICKSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF THE NATIONAL TRUST 

MONDAY 7th   NOVEMBER 2017 

 

AGENDA 
1. Opening address from the President 

2. Apologies for absence 

3. Minutes of AGM held on 4th November 2016  

4. Matters arising from the Minutes 

5. Correspondence and Announcements 

6. To receive accounts for the year ended 31st August 2017 

7. To receive the Management Committee Report for the year ended 31st August 2017  

8.  To elect Officials: 

a) President 

b) Vice President 

c) Chairman 

d) Vice- Chairman 

e) Honorary Secretary 

f) Honorary Treasurer 

g) Membership Secretary 

h) Programme Secretary 

i) Excursions Secretary 

j) Press and Publicity Officer 

k) Newsletter Editor 

l) Not more than six Committee Members 

9. To elect an Honorary Financial Examiner 

10. Any Other Business:  Please inform the Honorary Secretary no later than 22nd 
October 2017 of any item you wish to raise. 



13
13 

Minutes of the Forty-Fourth Annual General Meeting of the Mid-Warwickshire 
Association of the National Trust, held at the Royal Spa Centre on  
Wednesday 7th November 2016. 
The Vice-President, Mr Graham Cooper opened the meeting by saying that the move to the 
Kingsley School has been very successful. 

The President - Sir Edmund Fairfax-Lucy addressed the meeting. 

Graham Cooper announced that the Nan & Gerry Rooney the Programme Secretaries were 
retiring and that a new Programme Secretary was urgently required. 

Apologies:  Mr Roy Nabbs. 

Minutes:  The minutes from the meeting held on 6th November 2015 had been circulated.    
Their adoption was proposed by Mr J. Labrum, seconded by Mrs J. Clarke.  All were in 
favour. 

Matters Arising:  None 

Correspondence and Announcements:  None. 

Finance:  The Annual Accounts for the year end 31st August 2016 were presented by the 
Hon. Treasurer Mrs Marianne Pitts.  All were in favour that the Accounts be adopted. 
Proposed by Leslie Beadle seconded by Mr R. Munday. 

Annual Report:  The Annual Report had been circulated previously.  All were in favour that it 
be adopted. 

The Chairman’s Observations:  Mr Norman Pratt thanked the committee for their 
contributions over the year.  He also thanked Nan & Gerry Rooney for their hard work as 
excellent Programme secretaries over the years.  There are two vacancies on the 
committee. 

To elect the Officers 

President:     Sir Edmund Fairfax Lucy 

Vice-President: Mr Graham Cooper 

Chairman:  Mr Norman Pratt  
Proposed by Mr G. Cooper.  Seconded by Mr G. Wilson,  

Hon. Secretary: Miss Julia Johnstone 
Proposed by Mrs C. Labrum. Seconded by N. Pratt. 

Hon. Treasurer: Mrs Marianne Pitts 
Proposed by N. Pratt.  Seconded by Mrs B. Winn. 

Norman Pratt proposed and Marianne Pitts seconded that the committee was re-elected.  All 
were in favour. 
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The Hon. Inspector of Accounts: Mrs Ruth Calver.   
Proposed by N. Pratt. Seconded by Marianne Pitts.    
All in favour. 

The meeting closed at 8pm 

The AGM was followed by a talk by Mathew Morris - “Richard III - The King Under the Car 
Park” 

 

 
Just a reminder that: 

 

 
The National Trust Mid-Warwickshire Association website and Facebook page 

As some of you may be aware, a National Trust Mid-Warwickshire Association website has 
been set up - http://nationaltrustmidwarks.org.uk/. The Programme of Events, latest and past 
newsletters, our Constitution and useful links to other local places of historical interest can all 
be found here.   

Please do go and have a look.  If there is anything you would like to see on the website that 
is not already there, please let us know by emailing us at ntmidwarks@gmail.com   

 

 
Digital Newsletter Option 

We would like to offer members the option of receiving their newsletter digitally.  If you would 
like to receive your newsletter by email in future, please email us at ntmidwarks@gmail.com 
and we will get this set up for you.   

 

The National Trust Mid-Warwickshire Association website and Facebook page As some of 
you may be aware, a National Trust Mid-Warwickshire Association website has been set up 
http://nationaltrustmidwarks.org.uk/. The Programme of Events, latest and past newsletters, 
our Constitution and useful links to other local places of historical interest can all be found 
here.  

We also have a Facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/ntmidwarks/ - which will be 
regularly updated with upcoming events.  Please do go and have a look.  

If there is anything you would like to see on the website or the Facebook page that is not 
already there, please let us know by emailing us at ntmidwarks@gmail.com
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Management Committee Report 

The Management Committee has pleasure in presenting the forty-fifth Annual Report. 

The move to Kingsley School in October proved to be very successful 

The monthly meetings have been well attended.  We have enjoyed a series of topics ranging 
from Cornwall to Richard III and Capability Brown. 

We are indebted to Nan Rooney for arranging these interesting and excellent talks.  Nan has 
decided to resign from the committee having served as Programme Secretary for a number 
of years.  Our grateful thanks go to Nan and Gerry for their hard work and time spent. 

We are pleased to welcome Tony Robinson, who has kindly offered to take over from Nan 
as Programme Secretary. 

Excursions organised by several members of the committee and Association have been to 
Chatsworth, Grimsthorpe Castle and Hughenden. 

The trip to Audley End had to be cancelled due to lack of support and only fifteen members 
went to Chatsworth. 

An enjoyable luncheon was held on 17th October at the Masonic Rooms, Warwick.  The 
guest speaker was Graham Sutherland. 

In June, Nan Rooney organised a trip to Temple Balsall, followed by afternoon tea. 

In July, Graham Cooper arranged a visit to Saltisford Canal, Warwick.  This was also 
followed by tea. 

The raffle remains popular and profitable.  Our thanks go to Brenda Broadbent, Diane 
Andrews and Margaret Tomlinson for selling the tickets at the meetings. 

Membership remains stable.  Our sincere thanks go to Valerie Grimmer, the Membership 
Secretary, to Archie Pitts and to Marianne Pitts for her assistance. 

Chris Rhodes has decided to resign as Newsletter Editor, but has agreed to stay on as 
assistant to the new Editor.  Our grateful thanks go to Chris for all the hard work put into 
publishing two excellent copies a year. 

Thanks go to the members who kindly help to deliver the envelopes twice a year. 

We are indebted to Jill Rooney who deals with the website and notifies members of 
forthcoming members. 

Finally, thanks go to Marianne Pitts, the Hon. Treasurer, who very ably deals with the 
Association’s finances.  She also deals with Press and Publicity. 

We look forward to another successful year ahead. 

 

Julia Johnstone
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The Apple Orchard by St Peter’s Church, Coughton Court 

Image: National Trust 


