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VICE PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

 

You will all know the story of the insignificant squire who pulled the sword from the stone and 

became King Arthur.  Then there was the youngest most apparently insignificant son of 

Jesse, unexpectedly chosen by the prophet Samuel to become King David.  Neither of these 

sought the office to which they graduated: indeed, it appears that neither thought himself 

able to do the job to which he was appointed.  Similarly, who is there in this Association of 

the National Trust who might aspire to become Chairman at the Annual General Meeting in 

November? 

So many organisations have fallen by the wayside for lack of members who are willing to 

take an active part in their organisation.  It can be very satisfying to contribute to a cause 

and you are being called on now to make your contribution by volunteering your services to 

this one.  If the Association falls because of lack of input, what will you be able to say when 

you are asked what you did to save it? (“What did you do in the War, Daddy?”). 

Whether or not this appeal lands on deaf ears, we still have a great deal to be thankful for 

and which strengthens our Association.  We have good administrators, effective Programme 

Secretaries and an excellent Website Manager, together with an efficient Distributions 

Organiser.  Our excursions have so far been almost, if not always, fully booked and our 

programme details offer something for nearly every taste. 

If you are not a Committee Member, you can still play an important part by making 

suggestions for innovations and improvements, supporting the meetings and interesting your 

friends and acquaintances in the Association.  The National Trust is an organisation of which 

to be very proud and we are always pleased at being able to donate funds to properties to 

conserve and safeguard their contents. 

The year is passing all too quickly, so let us hope for a successful and enjoyable season in 

2013-2014. 

 

GRAHAM E. COOPER 

Vice-President. 
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EVENING MEETINGS 2013-2014 

Our meetings are held on Wednesday evenings, normally the first Wednesday of the month in 

the Avon Hall of the Royal Spa Centre, and start at 7.30pm  Guests are welcome, the 

admission price for non-members of the Association is £3 

2
nd

 October 2013  

Philip Aubrey- A history of the Birmingham Botanical Gardens 

6
th

 November 2013 

Dixie Atkins- The six wives of Henry VIII. The private lives of all six wives of Henry VIII will be 

revealed. Some of the facts you may know, but some you may not. 

 

27
th

 November 2013   AGM, followed by  

 

Cymon Snow – Sulgrave Manor and the Washington family. A history of the family over 600 

years. The story of entrepreneurs, royalists and, of course, republicans. 

 

22
nd

 January 2014 

 

Gillian Short – Sarah Siddons – Actress. The story of her interesting life, including a connection 

with this area. 

 

5
th

 February 2014 

 

Roger Cragg – Civil Engineering heritage in Warwickshire and the West Midlands. A review of 

many examples of the Civil Engineer from Roman times to the present day. 

 

5
th

 March 2014 

 

Malcolm Kenwood. The Fine Art of Crime. Utilising fascinating actual case studies, the talk 

examines the trail and repatriation of stolen art. 

 

2
nd

 April 2014 

 

Bernard Pumfrey. Georgian Elegance. Based around the country house and contents such as 

furniture, pictures and porcelain. 

 

7
th

 May 2014 

 

Jane Tapley- A World Heritage City. A history of Bath from Roman and Georgian times to the 

present day. 

 

 

1
st

 October 2014 

 

Diana Lloyd. The history of stained glass. This will consider stained glass from the windows of 

13
th
 century cathedrals to the replacement of stained glass after the 2

nd
 World War to the 

windows of Gothic Cathedrals. 
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Where does our money go?   

 

The Mid Warwickshire Association has donated £1000 towards the estimated cost of £4000 

for the restoration of the rug in Lady Bearsted’s bedroom at Upton House. 

 

We understand that the original colours were cream and blue. The bedroom carpet, found in 

a servant’s bedroom, was forest green.  

 

Julie Smith, the General Manager, writes:  

 

Here’s a photo of the rug we are looking to copy from the 1936 Country Life magazine. It 

seems to have a keystone pattern around the edge which is used on the edges of lots of the 

curtains around the house. This is a really exciting project [which will enable] us to complete 

Lady Bearsted’s bedroom.  

[It] was in the bedroom before we undertook the bedroom restoration project. It is 

considered too fragile to walk on and is currently in storage. 

We’re working with a carpet specialist and we’ve found a 1930s rug which has [a] very 

similar pattern and (we believe) colour detail to the original. 

Thanks again and we look forward to letting you know how we get on… and letting your 

members see the final result. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph: Country Life 1936 

 

 

5 



In our Association we rarely hear about the way the National Trust is perceived by younger 

people, so the following observations should be interesting to all since the Trust needs to 

cater for all ages and reasonable expectations of its visitors (and, hopefully, future 

members).  Graham Cooper 

 

 

BADDESLEY  CLINTON: A YOUNG PERSON’S VIEW 

 

 

I have recently visited Baddesley Clinton, a moated house from the late 16th century.  

I was asked to report on the visit from the point of view of a young person. 

The people at the entrance were polite but didn’t really take an interest in what I would like to 

see. It was very different in the house, everybody was very pleasant and informative. They 

took the trouble to answer my questions, treating me as an adult which is good for 

children of my age. I’m sure they would explain equally well to younger kids.  

One of the things that I particularly enjoyed was being able to go inside one of the priest 

holes near the end of the tour. Another part I enjoyed was looking at the artefacts and 

rooms. But my favourite part was learning about the history of the house. 

One of the things to improve would be to include a few more practical activities for younger 

children, although they did have a spice quiz, an Easter egg hunt and clothes to dress up in. 

Overall I enjoyed the visit and the food in the restaurant was very nice. I would like to come 

back when all of the rooms are open because I would like to see every single room, giving 

me a taste of what it would be like to be a Catholic during dangerous and troubled times!  

Rosie Wimbleton 

Age 12 
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Please detach these four pages and bring to the 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

 

THE NATIONAL TRUST 

MID-WARWICKSHIRE ASSOCIATION 

From the Honorary Secretary, 57 Almond Avenue, Leamington Spa CV32 6QD 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

WEDNESDAY 6th NOVEMBER 2013 at 7.30pm 

 

 

You are invited to attend the Forty First Annual General Meeting of the Mid-

Warwickshire Association of the National Trust, which will be held on Wednesday 6th  

November 2013 at 7.30pm in the Avon Hall of the Royal Spa Centre, Newbold 

Terrace, Leamington Spa CV32  4HN. 

You are requested to submit nominations for next year’s officials. The nominations 

should be lodged with me no later than 22nd October 2013 on a separate sheet of 

paper, giving all necessary information – i.e. Name of Nominee; Name of Proposer; 

Name of Seconder; Signature of Nominee agreeing to be proposed.  Send to Hon. 

Secretary, 57 Almond Avenue, Leamington Spa CV32 6QD. 

Please make every effort to attend this important meeting. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

J.Johnstone (Miss) Hon. Secretary 

Mid-Warwickshire Association of the National Trust. 

 

The consent of the member to be nominated must be obtained 
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MID-WARWICKSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF THE NATIONAL TRUST 

WEDNESDAY 6th   NOVEMBER 2013 

 

AGENDA 

1. Opening address from the President 

 

2. Apologies for absence 

 

3. Minutes of AGM held on 7th November 2012  

 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes 

 

5. Correspondence and Announcements 

 

6. To receive accounts  for the year ended 31st August 2013 

 

7. To receive the Management Committee Report for the year ended 31st August 

2013  

 

8.  To elect Officials: 

a) President 

b) Vice President 

c) Chairman 

d) Vice- Chairman 

e) Honorary Secretary 

f) Honorary Treasurer 

g) Membership Secretary 

h) Programme Secretary 

i) Excursions Secretary 

j) Press and Publicity Officer 

k) Newsletter Editor 

l) Not more than six Committee Members 

 

9. To elect an Honorary Financial Examiner 

 

10. Any Other Business:  Please inform the Honorary Secretary not later than 

22nd October 2013 of any item you wish to raise. 
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Minutes of the Fortieth Annual General Meeting of the Mid-Warwickshire Association 

of the National Trust, held in the Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa, on Wednesday 

7th November 2012 

Apologies - Sir Edmund Fairfax-Lucy (President)  Mrs D. Broadbent, Mr G. White, Claire 
Davies, Mr T. Foster. 
 
Minutes - of the thirty-ninth Annual General Meeting have been circulated.   All were in 
favour that they be signed as a correct record. 
 
Matters arising - nil. 
 
Annual Accounts for the year ended 31st August 2012 were presented by the Hon. 
Treasurer, Mrs Marianne Pitts.   All were in favour that they be adopted. 
 
Mrs Pitts proposed a vote of thanks to the retiring Inspector of Accounts, Mr Richard 
Wilsdon, who has been auditing the accounts since 1972. 
 
This was proposed by Mr C. Nelson, seconded by Mrs E. Muddiman. 
 
Annual Report this has been circulated. 
 
Chairman's observations 
 
Graham Cooper (Vice President) thanked Mrs Patricia Dent and said that she is still 
interested and helping to organise an outing next year. 
 
Tony Gulliman is standing down as Distribution Officer and his place will be taken by Mr 
Clive Nelson. 
 
David Gilmore and Graham White have both resigned from the committee. 
 
To elect Officials 
 
The Management proposed and seconded the following Officers who may be announced as 
elected in accordance with the Association's Constitution.  They were elected en bloc. 
 
President - Sir Edmund Fairfax-Lucy; Vice-President - Mr Graham E. Cooper; Chairman 
[Vacant]; Vice-Chairman [Vacant]; Hon. Secretary Miss Julia Johnstone; Hon. Treasurer - 
Mrs Marianne Pitts; Membership Secretary - Mrs Valerie Grimmer. Computer-Co-Ordinator - 
Mr A. Pitts; Distribution Officer - Mr C. Nelson; Press & Publicity - Mrs M. Pitts; Programme 
Secretary Mr & Mrs G. Rooney; Newsletter Editor - Mr Chris Rhodes.  Not more than six 
committee members: Miss B. Mash, Miss M. Mears, Mr R. Nabbs, Mrs M. Tomlinson. To 
elect the Honorary Inspector of Accounts - Mr Norman Pratt. Raffle - Sandra and Ted 
Dear will be taking over from Betty Mash. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.10 p.m. 
 
The Annual General Meeting followed a talk given by Mrs Gillian Darley, about Octavia Hill. 
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Management Committee Report 2012-2013 

The Management Committee has pleasure in presenting to the Annual General Meeting this 

the 401st Annual Report, which covers the twelve month period to 31st August 2013. 

We were pleased to welcome the following members to the committee, Mr & Mrs Gerald 
Rooney, programme secretaries, Mr Chris Rhodes Newsletter Editor, and Miss Jill Rooney 
the Website. 
 
In April we were saddened to receive the news of the death of Margaret Mears.  Margaret 
had been a staunch supporter of the Association for many years. 
 
The Winter season of lectures held at the Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa, were well 
attended.    The Season started in October with a talk about "Dickens". Other talks ranged 
from Octavia Hill Co Founder of the National Trust to Astronomy. 
 
We are indebted to Mrs Patricia Dent who kindly arranged these lectures for the Association 
before leaving the district. 
 
On 4th October, the Association celebrated its 40th Anniversary with an enjoyable supper 
 held in the Orangery at Charlecote Park. This was attended by our President Sir Edmund 
Fair-Fax Lucy. 
 
The Excursions, organised by different members of the committee and Association, were to 
St Pancras and Dickens Walk, the Geffrye Museum and V & A, the Bethnal Green Museum 
 of Childhood, Biddulph Grange and Jodrell Bank, Boughton House, Basildon Park & 
Dorchester Abbey, and finally Tintesfield. 
 
On 23rd March a Spring Luncheon was held at St. Francis of Assissi Church Hall, 
Kenilworth.  The Guest Speaker was Sir Andrew Hamilton, who gave an illustrated 
presentation on the book "Meet at Dawn unarmed" which he wrote with Alan Reid to 
describe his forebear Robert Hamilton’s experiences in the Great war. 
 
The raffle remains popular.   Our thanks go to Miss Betty Mash for organising this over many 
years and to her helpers.  We are pleased to welcome her successors Sandra & Ted Dear. 
 
Membership is slightly down.   The committee are indebted to the Membership Secretary 
Valerie Grimmer and to Clive Nelson and Archie Pitts for their membership work. 
 
We are still without a Chairman and our thanks go to our Vice-President, Graham Cooper, 
for stepping in for the time being. 
 
Finally thanks go to Marianne Pitts for very ably dealing with the Associations Finances also 
Press and Publicity. 
 
We look forward to another successful year ahead. 
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EXCURSIONS 2013-14 
  

 

THURSDAY 19
th

 SEPTEMBER              ANDERTON BOAT LIFT and LITTLE MORETON  

          HALL 

 
Depart Newbold Comyn at 8.15 am and Spa Centre 8.20 am.   Return 6.00 pm  

 

Please note that this excursion is fully booked.  

 

If, having paid for your excursion, you need to cancel, we suggest that it will be helpful if you are able  

to find someone else to take your place.  The organizers may be able to assist with names and 

telephone numbers if there is a waiting list, but this cannot be guaranteed, nor can a refund, 

particularly if certain tickets have to be ordered and paid for well in advance. 

 

 

 

 

It is hoped to plan the following excursions for 2014: 
 
 
May   Ludlow Town and the ‘other’ Hampton Court in Herefordshire 
 
June   90 minute guided walk round Cambridge and the Fitzwilliam Museum 

 
July   RAF Cosford and Weston Park 
 
 

 
 

Photo: Royal Collection Trust 

 
Late summer/autumn        Buckingham Palace and the Queen’s Gallery  

                                                and another London visit.  
 
Dates and venues to be announced  
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NEWS from our local NATIONAL TRUST PROPERTIES 

Details are correct as we go to print, but it is advisable to check before making a special journey.  

MOSELEY OLD HALL  01902 782808  www.moseleyoldhall@nationaltrust.org.uk 

Moseley Old Hall has had a very odd year so far – snow closed our doors in March and the 

house seems to be only just warming up! However, we have an interesting autumn planned. 

We are opening the cellar up to visitors on Wednesdays in September and October. Don’t get 

too excited – its not very big – but we thought our visitors might like to see it. We’ve introduced 

scone of the month and are planning apple flavours and even pumpkin for the autumn, with 

cranberry for Christmas. We hope to have Kings Walk Wood open to visitors to walk around 

this summer with more going on for the autumn, keep an eye on the website to find out more. 

Open cellar season  4 September to 30 October 2013, 11:00am to 12:00pm. Price: Free 

event (normal admission charges apply). On Wednesdays in September and October we will 

be opening the cellar for visitors to discover what lies beneath the floorboards and find out 

how Moseley has changed... 

Harvest Craft Weekends   7 September to 20 October 2013, 11:00am to 5:00pm. Price: 

Free event (normal admission charges apply). Every weekend from 7 September until 20 

October, come and celebrate a country craft linked to harvest time.  

 

 

CHARLECOTE PARK – 01789 470277 www.charlecotepark@nationaltrust.org.uk 

 

Deer Hunting in the House 4 September 2013 11:00am. Price: All Tickets £7.50. Join us 

for a tour behind the scenes. This tour looks at the significance of the deer on the estate 

through items in the collection. 

Walk with the Gardener   6 September 2013 2:00pm Price: Free event (normal admission 

charges apply. Join our Gardener on a walk through the grounds. 
 

Unmaking the deer 12 September 2013 11:00am and 12 September 2013 2:30pm. Price: 

All Tickets £10 

Join us for a fascinating insight in to the history of deer. 
 

Discovering Deer  19 September 2013 11:00am and 19 September 2013 2:30pm. Price: All 

Tickets £10 

Join us for a fascinating insight in to the history of deer. 
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BADDESLEY CLINTON – 01564-783294 -  www.nationaltrust.org.uk/baddesleyclinton  

 
Following the unveiling of six watercolours by Victorian artist and resident of Baddesley 
Clinton, Rebecca Dering, visitors can now enjoy seeing the Great Parlour transformed into 
the artist’s studio and the Moat Room into a Victorian style photography room.  
 

Evening Supper Lectures  Wednesdays, 4, 11, 18 & 25 September, 6.30pm.   

Following the success of our long running lecture brunches, Baddesley Clinton is delighted 

to host a series of evening talks on a variety of fascinating topics from the life of George Eliot 

to pirates and their trade. Each lecture will be followed by a two course light supper in the 

newly refurbished Barn Restaurant. Tickets are £20 and booking is essential by calling 

0844 2491895 

Murder Mystery Evening Saturday 26 October, 6.30pm 

Look for clues and solve the mystery in the medieval moated manor house and enjoy a three 

course dinner in the Barn Restaurant.  Tickets are £45 and booking is essential by calling 

0844 2491895 

Family Fun Days – Halloween Saturday 26 – Sunday 3 November, 11am to 3.30pm. 

We’re getting ghoulish this October half term and inviting visitors to come and discover the 

spooky stories that lie within their historic walls.  

Hunt for hidden creepy creatures inside the house, visit the Halloween scarecrows in the 

grounds or sample some ghastly gastronomy, from ghost biscuits to fairy cakes in the 

restaurant. Spooky trails and take-home activities will cost £2.  

 

PACKWOOD HOUSE – 01564-782024:  www.nationaltrust.org.uk/packwood 

 

After a long campaign to secure planning permission for our new café, work began in 

November 2012. The new building will be sited towards the back of the current car park, 

near the picnic area. As well as serving fresh, seasonal food inspired by the Kitchen Garden, 

the building will also help us to open up new parkland walks and provide better facilities for 

everyone to enjoy. The new café will be ready in late November.  

A Closer Look – Evening House Tours Wednesday 4 and Saturday 28 Sept., 7pm – 9pm.   

A chance to see the house by night and discover the history of the collection with our 

Conservation and Engagement Manager, Jane Birdsall. Tickets are £12 and booking is 

essential by calling 01564 782024 

Family Fun Days – Halloween Sat 26 Oct – Sunday 3 Nov, 11am to 3.30pm (closed  28 Oct). 

We’re getting ghoulish this October half term and inviting visitors to come and discover the 

spooky stories that lie within their historic walls. Hunt for hidden creepy creatures inside the 

house, take part in a game of apple bobbing or sample some ghastly gastronomy, from 

ghost biscuits to fairy cakes, in the restaurant. Spooky trails and take-home activities will 

cost £2.  

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/baddesleyclinton
http://old.nationaltrust.org.uk/EVENT-SEARCH-2/events/show/2108069475
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/packwood


HIDCOTE MANOR GARDENS – 01386-438333: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/hidcote 

Pumpkin Trail :Dates: 26 October 2013 10:00am. Price: Free event (normal admission 

charges apply)Visit us for some Halloween family fun. Admire the pumpkin carvings and 

follow the clues to crack the mystery of the Hidcote horror. 

 

Head Gardener's Autumn Ramble Dates: 9 November 2013 9:30am. Price: Adult £10 

(includes morning coffee and ramble), All Tickets £25 (includes morning coffee, ramble and 

roast) Enjoy the stunning autumn views as our Head Gardener Glyn Jones takes you on a 

leisurely ramble into the north Cotswold countryside. There's even a chance to venture onto 

Meon Hill. 

 

The Enchanted garden Dates: 6 dates between 22 November 2013 and 1 December 2013. 

 

Price: Adult £7, Child £5, Family £20. See Hidcote as you've never seen it before. Discover 

the garden at dark and admire the spine-tingling silhouettes as you are guided around our 

spectacular light display. 

 

Winter Wreath Making Dates: 5 dates between 6 December 2013 and 10 December 2013. 

Price: All Tickets £40 (includes coffee and lunch). Book your place early on this very popular 

event. This is the perfect opportunity to get into the festive spirit and make your very own 

wreath. Our experts will be on hand to help you. Bookings and more information on the 

website or telephone 01386-438333. 

 

COUGHTON COURT   01789 400777 www.nationaltrust.org.uk/coughton-court 

Poetic Piano Sunday 29 September, 3.30pm 

Coughton Arts honorary Director, Helena Cavan, returns to Coughton with a wonderful 

programme of poetry and music. Tickets are £14 including refreshments and booking is 

essential by calling 0844 2491895 

Family Fun Days – Halloween and Gunpowder Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 October, 

Thursday 31 October – Sunday 3 November, 11am to 3.30pm. 

We’re getting ghoulish this October half term and inviting visitors to come and discover the 

spooky stories that lie within their historic walls.  

Hunt for hidden creepy creatures inside the house or sample some ghastly gastronomy from 

ghost biscuits to fairy cakes, in the restaurant. Spooky trails and take-home activities will 

cost £2.  

Murder Mystery Friday 11 October, 7pm. 

Following the success of last year’s sell out event, join us for a new plot and put your 

detective skills to the test. Tickets are £38.50 and include a three course meal. Booking is 

essential by calling 01789 400777 
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MID-WARWICKSHIRE ASSOCIATION DIARY 2013-14 

 

2013 

 

1st September  - Renewal date for Annual Subscription to Mid-Warwickshire Association. 

 

Thursday 19th  September  Excursion- Anderton Boat Lift and Little Moreton Hall 

 

Wednesday 2nd October Philip Aubrey- A history of the Birmingham Botanical  

Gardens 

 

Wednesday 6th November     AGM followed by a talk by Dixie Atkins- The six wives of Henry 

VIII  

 

Wednesday 27th November  Cymon Snow – Sulgrave Manor and the Washington  

    family.  

 

 

 

2014 

 

Wednesday 22nd January  Gillian Short – Sarah Siddons – Actress.  

 

 

Wednesday 5th February  Roger Cragg –  our Civil Engineering heritage in 

Warwickshire and the West Midlands.  

 

 

Wednesday 5th March  Malcolm Kenwood. The Fine Art of Crime:  the trail and  

    repatriation of stolen art. 

 

 

Wednesday 2nd April   Bernard Pumfrey. Georgian Elegance. Based around the  

    country house and its contents  

 

Wednesday 7th May   Jane Tapley- A history of Bath: a World Heritage City.  

 

 

Wednesday 1st October  Diana Lloyd. The history of stained glass.  

 

 

Wednesday 26th November  Margo McCleary. An entertainment in the style of Joyce 

    Grenfell. 
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CANONS ASHBY 

 
Clara Dryden lived at Canons Ashby during the early years of the 20th 
C. Her occupation marked the last of the continuous occupation of the 
Dryden family since1550. Niece of Sir Henry, she was a self taught 
watercolour artist who lived a single life at Canons Ashby. Her paintings 
give colour to a world only seen previously in black and white, and have 
been incredibly valuable during the restoration of the house and 
gardens back to their late Victorian heyday. 
 

The National Trust at Canons Ashby will be refreshing the presentation 
of these water colour images, and that used on the front cover of the 
magazine, thanks to the very kind donation of £600 from the Mid 
Warwickshire Association of the National Trust.    

 
     Laura Malpas, Canons Ashby Manager 
 

 

 

 

                 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clara in later life. 

 

Images reproduced by kind permission of the National Trust/Canons Ashby 


